Grand Junction, CO

Call for Entries
To commission a large, unique,
dynamic, eye-catching, and exciting wall-mounted work of public art with
three elements which tell the stories of the building blocks of the community:
1. A sculpture of Grand Junction media pioneer and businessman Rex Howell
(founder of local radio and television);
2. A series of images showing the eight completed Legends historic sculptures;
and,
3. A series of ceramic murals which illustrate the various foundations of the
Grand Junction area:
 Native Americans (Utes and Fremonts) and early settlers (city founder
George Crawford),
 Agriculture, ranching, and water (early irrigation projects, fruit and
other crops, wineries),
 Railroads and mining (1880’s D&RG Railroad hub, coal and uranium
mining, oil shale),
 Civic institutions (first schoolhouse, St. Mary’s Hospital, early churches,
Moyer Natatorium),
 Arts & culture (Avalon Theatre, Art Center, GJ Symphony, Museum of
Western Colorado),
 Recreation (Colorado National Monument, Powderhorn Ski Area, JUCO,
etc.), and
 The Business Community (listing businesses 50+ years old). Refer to
attached potential layout ideas and other information.
MISSION: The Legends Historic Sculpture Project is today’s effort to capture and preserve
for posterity the memory and stories of those historically significant men and women who
helped shape our community.
BACKGROUND: The City of Grand Junction is the regional center of Western Colorado
because of its location, size, and amenities. The city and county boast a strong cultural
community and rich historical heritage. Downtown’s outdoor “Art on the Corner” exhibit
features over 100 sculptures, including eight bronze figures commissioned by the Legends
Committee of historical people who helped make the Grand Valley what it is today.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Legends Historic Sculpture Committee is pleased to
announce a public art project which will celebrate many of the components which have
contributed to the success of the Grand Junction community.
The artwork will have three distinct but related parts: 1.) A 1¼ life-sized wall-mounted
sculpture of media developer Rex Howell (can be a partial figure but as three-dimensional as
possible); 2.) A series of images or photographs on ceramic tiles or metal of the eight existing
Legends sculptures; and 3.) A series of seven ceramic murals which depict the important
elements that make up the foundation and tell the story of our community.
Artists may submit a proposal to create one or more of the three elements of this
project, or may form a team of artists and submit a proposal to complete the entire work.
COMPOSITION: The pictures included with this Call for Entry are to show potential ideas
and general placement but the final design and creation should be the vision of the artist(s). The
artwork will be mounted on a large brick wall downtown and should be bright, colorful, eyecatching, and engaging. The work will be approximately 30 – 40 feet in length and about seven
– eight feet high, and mounted about two feet off the ground.
The sculpture of Rex Howell should be about 7 –7½ feet tall with a 1940’s radio
microphone as if Rex is telling the community’s stories. Artists must be able to create a realistic
portrait sculpture in bronze or other metal using historic and family photographs.
The eight images or photographs of the existing Legends sculptures may be imprinted
onto ceramic tiles or etched on metal or other similar surface, and should be in color, not black
and white. It is envisioned that each image will be about 12”–15” high and 10”–12” wide, and
that the name and information about each sculpture will be incorporated with the image, not on a
separate plaque. The Committee can provide appropriate images for this part of the project.
The seven panels illustrating the various community elements may be created with
painted tiles or as mosaics or a combination of both, and may utilize a mix of handmade and
commercial tiles to save on cost. Tiles should be glued to an appropriate material for mounting,
not affixed directly to the wall. It is envisioned that each panel would be approximately six feet
tall and about three-four feet wide, if mounted in a single line side-by-side, or approximately
three feet high and about three-four feet wide, if mounted in two rows, one atop the other. It is
hoped that the title and explanation about each element in the panel can be incorporated into each
panel (allow for 250 words in a 12” X 20” space), not on a separate plaque. The Committee will
provide the verbiage.
The design of the artwork should be very durable, require minimal maintenance, and be
resistant to theft, vandalism, and weathering. It should not cause any kind of safety hazard for
pedestrians or the integrity of the wall. The art should adhere to the highest standards of quality,
timelessness, permanence, and general appeal.
LOCATION:

Main Street in downtown Grand Junction.

ELIGIBILITY: Any artist or team of artists residing in Colorado or Utah is eligible to submit
a proposal and their qualifications for this project. The artwork must be an original creation and
artist selection will be based on past artwork experience, style, concept, ability to comply with
the timeline, and references.
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COST: Proposals should clearly indicate which element(s) of the project you are submitting
for and should show the total cost of that element (or combination of elements), including all
expenses involved in the design, engineering, fabrication, creation, transportation, insurance,
delivery, and installation.
DEADLINE:

The deadline for receipt of proposals is 4pm, Friday, February 20, 2015.

TIMELINE: Our goal is to complete and install the entire piece either by October 30, 2015 or
by April 30, 2016. Please indicate in your proposal which date your work schedule will allow
(this will have no bearing on consideration). Selection of the artist(s) will be finalized by midMarch 2015. However, if the Committee decides to interview finalists, then selection should be
finalized by mid-May 2015.
DISCLAIMERS: The Committee reserves the right to select or reject all proposals. The
Committee is not responsible for any loss or damage to submittal materials, but will make every
effort to handle the materials carefully.
SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS: Please submit six printed copies of each of the
following:
1.) A one – three page resume (for each artist if a team) listing contact information,
professional artistic accomplishments, and relevant experience on similar or related projects. If
you have a printed brochure, you may include that also.
2.) Up to six digital images or photographs (5” X 7” or 8” X 10”) of similar work you have
done, as examples. Please label each image with your name and the title of the work, and/or
provide an “Image Identification List” which includes the artwork title, media, size, date
completed, location, and the original purchase price.
3.) A brief written description and/or sketch of your concept or a description of how you
would approach this project, plus your total fee to complete the project including all costs of
design, materials, fabrication, and installation.
4.) The date when you could complete the project (10/30/15 or 4/30/16), and assertion that
you can provide insurance to protect the work during delivery and installation and liability
insurance to protect the public during installation.
Please send submission materials to:
DDA/Art on the Corner/Legends
437 Colorado Avenue
Grand Junction, CO 81501
QUESTIONS: Please contact Jacquie Chappell-Reid at 970-640-5350 or
jreid@hospicewco.com, or Allison Sarmo at 970-361-0456 or sarmos@sanjuanlive.net.
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36’ x 8’ • 1/2” = 1’

Legends of the Grand Valley
Copy

Rex Howell
In the beginning
In the beginning
In the beginning
In the beginning
In the beginning
In the beginning

~ Dalton Trumbo ~
Installed 2007
In the 600 block of Main St.
Sculptor J. Michael Wilson

~ Walter Walker ~
Installed 2008
In the 600 block of Main St.
Sculptor Michael McCullough

~ William Moyer ~
Installed 2009
5th St. in front of Alpine Bank
Sculptor J. Michael Wilson

A Downtown Walking History Tour

~ John Otto ~
Installed 2011
2nd & Main
Sculptor J. Michael Wilson

~ Operation Foresight ~
Installed 2012
3rd & Main
Sculptor Chapel

~ Prinster Brothers ~
Installed 2013
Spruce & West Main
Sculptor James Haire

In the beginning...
concept style for sculpture

~ Sister Mary Balbina Farrell ~
Installed 2010
7th & Main
Sculptor Greg Todd

~ Chet & Vernie Enstrom ~
Installed 2014
7th & Main
Sculptor Karen Jobe Templeton

Utes/Pioneers/
Settlers
OURAY • CHIPETA •
CRAWFORD

Agriculture/
Ranching/Water

Railroad/Mining

URANIUM • COAL •
ORCHARDS • FARMING
OIL SHALE
LIVESTOCK
DENVER RIO GRANDE

Institutions
SCHOOLS •
CHURCHES
HOSPITALS

12”x12”
tiles ????

12”x12”
tile

12”x12”
tile

12”x12”
tile

12”x12”
tile

12”x12”
tile

12”x12”
tile

12”x12”
tile

12”x12”
tile

12”x12”
tile

12”x12”
tile

12”x12”
tile

Recreation

Culture

• AVALON THEATRE
• WESTERN COLORADO
CENTER FOR THE ARTS
•GRAND JUNCTION SYMPHONY

Businesses
(50+ years)

• FAIR STORE
JUCO • SKIING
• BENGE’S
• HIKING • BIKING
• THE DAILY SENTINEL
• HUNTING/FISHING •
• CALLAHAN-EDFAST
SWIMMING • RAFTING
MORTUARY
• PALEONTOLOGY •
• GENE TAYLOR’S
ARCHAEOLOGY

In the beginning......... INFO TC

12”x12” tiles or... ????

2008 - 2012
The Legends Sculpture Project
~ A Downtown Grand Junction Walking History Tour ~

INSTALLED & FUTURE SCULPTURES

~ Walter Walker ~
Installed 2008
In the 600 block of Main St.
Sculptor Michael McCullough

~ William Moyer ~
Installed 2009
5th St. in front of Alpine Bank
Sculptor J. Michael Wilson

~ Sister Mary Balbina Farrell ~
Installed 2010
7th & Main
Sculptor Greg Todd

~ John Otto ~
Installed 2011
2nd & Main
Sculptor J. Michael Wilson

2008 ~ Walter Walker ~ Publisher of The Daily Sentinel from 1911 to 1956, Walker inﬂuenced nearly every aspect of
regional development during his lifetime. Through his eﬀorts the paper became a nationally powerful voice for the
Western Slope. He made great advances in promoting local cultural and economic development. Grand Junction Regional
Airport, Mesa State College, the Veterans Hospital and The Avalon Theatre are just a few of the enduring contributions
Walter Walker made to the community. The sculpture, located on Main St., was unveiled Dec. 12, 2008.
1883-1956

2009 ~ William Moyer ~ For more than 40 years Moyer’s Fair Store was the leading mercantile establishment in Western
Colorado. His generosity was legendary. Moyer contributed to the Grand Valley National Bank, Douglas Pass and
Unaweep roads and college educations for at least 18 boys. He and his wife donated the city’s ﬁrst public swimming pool,
the $25,000 Moyer Natatorium (now the Lincoln Park Moyer Pool), in June 1922, stipulating there be two free days a week
so no child had to risk drowning in the Colorado or Gunnison rivers. The sculpture, located on 5th St. in front of Alpine
Bank, was unveiled Oct. 16, 2009.
1859-1943

1860-1946

2010 ~ Sister Mary Balbina Farrell ~ The ﬁrst superior of St. Mary’s Hospital was assigned the massive task of starting the
hospital in Grand Junction in 1895. She collected money, selected the site, helped draw up plans and directed construction
of the new facility. With Sister Mary Louisa Madden, she also visited homes and cared for many sick and injured children,
farmers and railroaders, housewives and mothers who needed more attention than the town’s few doctors could handle.
St. Mary’s Hospital is now the major medical center between Denver and Salt Lake City. The sculpture, located on the
corner of 7th and Main Streets, was unveiled Oct. 15, 2010.
2011 ~ John Otto ~ Otto fell in love with the spectacular red sandstone cliﬀs and canyons to the west of Grand Junction
while working as a powder monkey on the Fruita pipeline. He persisted for years in a campaign to preserve this aweinspiring landscape for all to enjoy. On May 24, 1911, President Taft signed a proclamation establishing the Colorado
National Monument and Otto became the park’s ﬁrst superintendent. Today visitors can walk many of the trails Otto built
including the famous twisting Serpent’s Trail Road. Unveiled Oct. 7, 2011, John Otto keeps watch at 2nd and Main.

1879-1952

2012 ~ Operation Foresight Founders ~ Completion of the Main Street Downtown Shopping Park in 1962 garnered
Grand Junction All-American City status for its pedestrian-friendly downtown. The project upgraded the infrastructure
in 28 downtown blocks. Joe Lacy, a charismatic City Manager banded merchants together to tax themselves as an
improvement district and develop the serpentine shopping park known as Operation Foresight. Lacy, Leland Schmidt,
Chamber of Commerce Manager Dale Hollingsworth and others helped make it a reality.
1962

Consider a contribution or a Sponsorship of this important community project!
The Legends Sculpture Project • Art on the Corner/Legends
c/o Downtown Development Authority • 248 South 4th Street, Grand Junction, CO 81501
Tilman “Tillie” Bishop, Chairman (970) 242-9230
Jacquie Chappell-Reid, Co-Chair (970) 640-5350 • Miﬃe Blozvich, Co-Chair (970) 260-8130

040412

The Legends Sculpture Committee
wishes you a very Happy Holiday!

Tilman “Tillie” Bishop, Chairman (970) 242-9230
Jacquie Chappell-Reid, Co-Chair (970) 640-5350
Miffie Blozvich, Co-Chair (970) 260-8130
Group photo by Christopher Tomlinson. Card design, sculpture photos, and Legends logo by Katherine Lopez.
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Chet & Vernie Enstrom: “Mixing A Legacy”
7th & Main ~ Grand Junction, CO
Installed September 26, 2014 ~ The Legends Sculpture Project
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A Downtown Walking
History Tour

MISSION STATEMENT
The Legends Sculpture Project is
an effort to preserve and showcase
the stories of those historically
signiﬁcant men and women who
shaped our community.

~ Dalton Trumbo ~
Installed 2007
In the 600 block of Main St.
Sculptor J. Michael Wilson

~ Walter Walker ~
Installed 2008
In the 600 block of Main St.
Sculptor Michael McCullough

~ William Moyer ~
Installed 2009
5th St. in front of Alpine Bank
Sculptor J. Michael Wilson

~ Sister Mary Balbina Farrell ~
Installed 2010
7th & Main
Sculptor Greg Todd

~ John Otto ~
Installed 2011
2nd & Main
Sculptor J. Michael Wilson

~ Operation Foresight ~
Installed 2012
3rd & Main
Sculptor Chapel

~ Prinster Brothers ~
Installed 2013
Spruce & West Main
Sculptor James Haire

~ Chet & Vernie Enstrom ~
Installed 2014
7th & Main
Sculptor Karen Jobe Templeton

Thank you so much for your support
of the Legends of the Grand Valley!
Because of your commitment, eight sculptures of
historically signiﬁcant men and women are now part of
the permanent sculpture collection in downtown Grand
Junction. The Legends Sculpture Project brings local
history to life as part of the Art on the Corner program.

