
GRAND JUNCTION DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
BOARD MINUTES 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2015 
437 COLORADO AVENUE 

7:30 A.M. 

PRESENT:  Les Miller (Chair), Jason Farrington (Vice-Chair), Shane Allerheiligen, Marty Chazen,  
Kirk Granum, Kevin Reimer, Stephan Schweissing, PJ McGovern via telephone.  

ABSENT: Jodie Coleman-Niernberg 

STAFF:  Harry Weiss, Vonda Bauer 

GUESTS:  City Attorney John Shaver, City Manager Rich Englehart, Councilmember Bennett 
Boeschenstein, and Clark Atkinson, President, Shaw Construction 

CALL TO ORDER: Les called the meeting to order at 7:31 a.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Les stated the only change was to add Bennett Boeschenstein as a 
guest. Jason made a motion to approve the January 8th, 2015 minutes; Marty seconded; 
minutes were approved as corrected. 

TRANSITION FROM INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS TO PART-TIME SEASONAL & PERMANENT 
EMPLOYEES: 

Harry stated that in the past the Event Coordinators, Robin Brown, George Rossman, and the 
labor crew had previously been considered independent contractors. After a discussion with 
Human Resources and the Finance Department concerning independent contractors vs. 
employees and a review of the functions of event coordination, it was determined that they 
don’t qualify as independent contractors under IRS rules. It has been determined to switch 
these independent contractors to part-time permanent and/or part-time seasonal employees. 
Harry stated that he would reallocate existing budget amounts for contracted employees to 
the appropriate labor line items. Harry feels this change should result in a net savings to the 
budget, and that Special Events coordination depends on close interaction with the entire 
office staff as well as Downtown businesses. This change would apply to the DDA’s Art on the 
Corner program and the BID’s Special Events. Harry will present the budget amendments to 
the board for approval at the February meeting. 

WHITE HALL PROJECT UPDATES: 

Harry distributed information which included revised plans for the White Hall development 
concept.  

Clark Atkinson stated that he has brought in OZ Architects to help flesh out his concept; the 
firm has a lot of experience in multi-family housing design and development, and are the 
design team working with the GJ Housing Authority on their new project near St. Mary’s.   The 
east wing is the existing structure and the west wing is where the hole is. Clark would like 
input from the board with the design of the project. The design currently includes 29 one 
bedroom units and 19 two bedroom units with a total of 47 apartment units, not 49 as 
previously shown. This yields a reduction of 2 units but much better units. Clark stated that 
the ground water is shallow so they are going to recommend a geotechnical engineer to help 
monitor the water. Clark said the current structure is sound and it wouldn’t make sense to 
tear down the building. Tearing down the building would be costly and unnecessary. 



The Board expressed concern for the adequacy and convenience of parking. Clark stated they 
plan to put in a 20 car underground parking garage along with surface parking and diagonal 
street parking. Stephan asked how many secured parking spaces there are. Clark replied there 
will be 25 enclosed secured heating parking spaces in the West Wing. Marty asked if the 
parking would be on private property. Clark responded that most of the parking would be built 
within the property boundary, but some would be on-street. Marty also asked about the 
marketability of units with street parking. Clark replied he has other units with similar 
parking circumstances and has been quite acceptable, especially if they want to live 
downtown. The tenants could also pay for secured parking that would cost $80.00 per month. 
Stephan was concerned that a husband and wife might want 2 parking spaces.  Clark replied 
there would be assigned resident parking and every unit will have one assigned parking space. 
All unreserved spaces would be first come, first serve. Marty asked about possibly dedicating 
the on-street parking. John Shaver stated that municipally-issued residential parking permits 
are an option, but this would be a policy question that the City Council would have to 
address. Rich noted that the City-County parking garage on White in the next block west may 
not be fully occupied. The City might be able to lease or sell some spaces. Bennett 
commented that the County also has a parking lot across the street that is empty at night and 
they may be able to dedicate some parking too.  Les asked if they had talked about 
motorcycle and scooter parking.  Clark responded that it is probable in the garage, possibly 
using the end units. They would also like to put lockable storage, resident storage, and bike 
storage. 

Les asked if they have any studio apartments in the plan. Clark responded the studio units in 
the first concept have been eliminated and the proposal is predominantly 1 bedroom units 
and some 2 bedroom units. He feels they can get better rents from this plan vs. the previous 
plan. Stephan asked how much would they be charging for rent. Clark responded the average 
rent per unit is $965.00 per month. The top floor would range from $975-$1425 depending on 
the unit. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Jason made a motion to go into  Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the purchase, 
acquisition, lease, transfer or sale of real, personal, or other property interest under C.R.S. 
section 24-6-402 (4)(a); Marty seconded the motion.  The board convened into executive 
session at 8:10 a.m. 

Those present were Chair Les Miller, Vice-Chair Jason Farrington, Marty Chazen, Kirk Granum, 
PJ McGovern, Shane Allerheiligen, Kevin Reimer, Stephan Schweissing, John Shaver, and Harry 
Weiss. 
  
Stephen made a motion to adjourn the executive session; Marty seconded. The executive 
session adjourned at 9:11 a.m. 

UPDATES: There were no updates. 

ADJOURN:  Kirk made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Jason seconded; the board adjourned 
at 9:12 a.m. 


