
GRAND JUNCTION DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

BOARD MINUTES 

THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2015 

437 COLORADO AVENUE 

7:30 A.M. 

 

PRESENT:  Jason Farrington (Chair), Kirk Granum (Vice-Chair), Shane Allerheiligen, Marty Chazen, Dan 

Meyer, Les Miller, Duncan Rowley 

 

ABSENT: Jodi Coleman-Niernberg, Stephan Schweissing 

 

STAFF:  Tim Moore, Vonda Bauer, Allison Blevins, Kathy Portner (Community Services Manager) 

 

GUESTS:  John Shaver (City Attorney), Phyllis Norris (City of Grand Junction Mayor), Bennett 

Boeschenstein (City of Grand Junction Councilmember), Debbie Kovalik (Convention & Visitor Services 

Director), Stuart Taylor (Two Rivers/Avalon Manager), Kevin Reimer (Western Hospitality) 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Jason called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Meeting of July 9, 2015 

Les made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2015 meeting. Kirk seconded the motion. The 

minutes were approved. 

 

UPDATES: 

EV Charging Station 

Kathy indicated that the Electrical Vehicle Charging Station has been installed behind the Avalon. The 

charging station takes up two parking spaces and can also be used as a parking meter. It requires a 

credit card to activate it. The grant paid 80% of the project. The DDA’s cost was approximately 
$1,500.00. 

 

R-5 

Tim stated during the last board meeting there was information indicating there was less than 1% of 

asbestos in the building and the board asked what that additional liability would be for future re-use of 

the building. FCI Construction provided an estimate of $70,333 to demolish the second floor interior of 

the building. Further, FCI indicated that the minimal amount of asbestos contained in the plaster would 

only add approximately $1,500 to the construction cost. So, conservatively, the additional cost of 

abatement measures needed for gutting of the entire building would be less than $5,000. Les indicated 

that the Board needs to be aware that this might be an expense in the future therefore we would need 

to have contingency funds in the budget to pay for this expense.  The Board was in agreement to 

proceed to closing on August 14, 2015 without any additional negotiations. 

 

Executive Director Search 

Applications for the Executive Director are being accepted through the end of July. Claudia Hazelhurst 

(HR Director) prepared a schedule for phone interviews and face to face assessment interviews to be 

held in August. Jason will circulate the schedule to the Board.  

 

 



Line of Credit Draw 

Jason received the Intergovernmental Agreement which states the relationship between the City and 

the DDA. The line of credit is through Alpine Bank. The City will process the draw next week which will 

be approximately $1,000,000.00 for the R-5 purchase, White Hall expenses, and façade grants.  

 

APPROVAL OF PARKING AGREEMENT WITH WESTERN HOSPITALITY: 

Kevin Reimer was present representing Western Hospitality. Kevin explained they have purchased six 

vacant lots and three buildings. They are currently using the lots for overflow parking. He asked for a 

provision that they wouldn’t be in violation of the parking agreement while they are under construction 

of a new hotel on the site. There was discussion concerning some wording in the agreement. John 

stated that he could make some changes for clarification. 

 

Les moved to approve this amendment to the October 2008 agreement between DDA and Western 

Hospitality pending review from our Attorney. He may want to make some minor wording changes just 

for clarification. Dan seconded. The motion was approved. 

 

WHITE HALL RFP AND INTERIM PROPERTY MAINTENANCE: 

Kathy stated that the RFP for White Hall had been revised to include general/background information, 

provisions for zoning, and what level of participation the DDA might have with the property depending 

on the type of use. There was discussion on how the RFP process would work. Tim stated that the RFP 

would be put on BIDNet but due to local interest, notice will also be sent out to local developers and 

realtors including Henry Metz, Clark Atkinson, and Hilltop. 

 

Marty made a motion to send out the RFP with the changes for a term of 45 days. Kirk seconded the 

motion. The motion was approved. 

 

There was discussion concerning if the fence should be taken down around the White Hall property. An 

option would be to spend some additional resources to put road base on the site and make it a 

temporary parking lot that could possibly be leased out. After discussion, it was decided that Tim would 

get an estimate to see how much it would cost to make the site a temporary parking lot. He will try and 

have an estimate prepared by the next board meeting. Tim stated that there were large sections of 

sidewalk that were missing. The City Streets Department will repair and connect the pieces of concrete 

on White Avenue and 6th street.  

 

EVENTS CENTER UPDATE: 

Kevin Reimer requested to have an open discussion with the DDA/BID for potential opportunities to 

have an Events Center downtown. Kevin and Steve are going to continue to promote the Events Center. 

Kevin indicated that he would like the DDA/BID to be vocal in a positive way and help support it. He 

recommended putting information concerning the Events Center in the BID newsletter. He stated that 

the BID would be beneficial to help engage the BID members.  

 

Mayor Phyllis Norris indicated that four companies have been recommended to perform a feasibility 

study for the Events Center. The cost for the study would be approximately $100,000. Tim stated that 

the City will look at the procurement process first and possibly send out a request for proposal. Mayor 

Norris stated that the hockey franchise has been renewed for one year. If an Events Center is not built in 

Grand Junction, they will go to a different location.  

 



There was discussion concerning the community’s involvement. Open houses will need to be organized 

to provide information to the community as well as receive ideas and feedback from the community. 

The plan is to look at other communities that currently have an Events Center and see how they were 

funded. There will be more discussion and information on the Events Center in the future.  

 

AVALON EVENTS UPDATE: 

Debbie Kovalik (Convention and Visitor Services Director) handed out the 2nd quarter report for the 

Avalon. She explained that the events were slightly less than what had been anticipated.  The Avalon 

hosted a new event in April, The Red Baron Ball-Country Elegance, that was profitable. Some events at 

the Avalon are dinner & a movie every Tuesday evening, weddings, receptions, meetings, and other 

social events. Shane asked if there would be a possibility of offering shopping and a movie. Debbie 

replied they would consider it.  

 

Debbie stated that some of the areas in the building are not finished yet. The Avalon Foundation Board 

is continuing fund raising to help pay for additional requests including better acoustics, a projector, 

marquee sign, etc. Debbie thanked the DDA for their support and complemented Stuart Taylor and the 

staff at Two Rivers and the Avalon. 

 

ADJOURN:  Marty made a motion to adjourn; Kirk seconded the motion; the Board adjourned at 8:53 

a.m. 


